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...a member of the Imperial Civil Service (Later the Indian Civil Service), a political reformer,
collector of Madurai & administrator southern Bombay harbour ports. He was one of the
founders of the Indian National Congress....As an administrator of Etawah, he saw the Indian
Rebellion of 1857 as a result of misgovernance and made great efforts to improve the lives of
the common people. The district of Etawah was among the first to be returned to normality and
over the next few years Hume’s reforms led to the district being considered a model of
development. Hume rose in the ranks of the Indian Civil Service and, in 1871 to the position of
secretary to the Department of Revenue, Agriculture, and Commerce under Governor-General
Lord Mayo.... After retiring from the civil services and towards the end of Lord Lytton’s rule,
Hume observed that the people of India had a sense of hopelessness and wanted to do
something, noting "a sudden violent outbreak of sporadic crime, murders of obnoxious persons,
robbery of bankers and looting of bazaars, acts really of lawlessness which by a due coalescence
of forces might any day develop into a National Revolt." Concerning the British government, he
stated that a studied and invariable disregard, if not actually contempt for the opinions and
feelings of our subjects, is at the present day the leading characteristic of our government in
every branch of the administration. The idea of the Indian Union took shape and Hume initially
had some support from Lord Dufferin for this, although the latter wished to have no official
link to it. It has been suggested that the idea was originally conceived in a private meeting of
seventeen men after a Theosophical Convention held at Madras in December 1884. Hume took
the initiative, and it was in March 1885, when the first notice was issued convening the first
Indian National Union to meet at Poona the following December.
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** Asish Majumder- Bankimchandra and the contemporary politics. Frontier, February 19, 1994

*> Asish Majumder- ibid
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> Bipan Chandra : India’s Struggle for Independence 1857-1947. Penguin Books. Calcutta. 1989 Edn. p-
70
* Asish Majumder : lbid.
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* Amrita Bazar Patrika, October 16, 1873

a3 HAfTHT T TR

. according to his (If&<5®) opinion, ‘much of the general feeling of distrust towards the
Government which has often been the comment, is due to the action of the native press, ...\We
are taken by surprise at the remrks of an educated native like Bunkim Babu, who holds no
inconsiderable position in our society. Cetainly in a free country such remarks from a person of
Bunkim Babu’s Position would have brought down upon him universal condemnation, but under
the pressure of a foreign government even the truest patriot turns a traitor to his country.
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By 1885 he had risen to the first grade in the Sub-ordinate Executive (now the provincial)
Service, and for sometime acted as an Assistant Secretary to the Government of Bengal. He

rendered good service... and also acted as personal Assistant to the Commissioners of the
Rajshahi and Burdwan Divisions.
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