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~Ñ˛!›˛ õ,ì%˛ƒ ÙÙÙ ~Ñ˛ãò ˙!ì˛£y!¢ˆÏÑ˛Ó˚

¢yõy!ãÑ˛ ¢yÇfl ,̨Ò!ì˛Ñ˛ ˛ô!Ó˚õ[˛ Ï̂úÓ˚ xò%¢ı˛yò

fl ∫̨̨ ôò Ñ%̨ õyÓ˚ ≤Ãyõy!íÑ˛

Ó˚í!ãÍ =£ñ ì §̨yÓ˚ î#á≈ ¢,!‹Tü#ú ã#Ó Ï̂òñ ≤Ãâ˛!úì˛ ˙!ì˛£y!¢ Ï̂Ñ˛Ó˚ Ó§yïyïÓ˚y Ü![˛Ó˚ ¢#õyòy ˆ˛ô!Ó˚̂ ÏÎ˚ ˆÎ

xò%¢!ı˛Í¢y ˆî!Ö Ï̂Î̊ Ï̂äÈò ~ÓÇ !Ó!¶˛ß̈ !Ó°Ï̂ ÏÎ̊ ˆÎ xò%¢ı˛yò ˛ôk˛!ì˛ xÓú¡∫ò Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó̊ Ï̂äÈò ì˛y !â˛hs˛y Á K˛Èy Ï̂òÓ̊

ãÜ Ï̂ì˛ ~Ñ˛ xy Ï̂úyv ¸̨ò ¢,!‹TÑ˛yÓ˚# ≤Ã!e´Î˚y– xy Ï̂úyâ˛òyÓ˚ !Ó°ÏÎ˚ !òÓ≈yâ˛ Ï̂ò Ó˚í!ãÍ = Ï̂£Ó˚ ˆõÔ!úÑ˛c ≤ÃÌõ

ˆÌ Ï̂Ñ˛£z ú«˛ƒ Ñ˛Ó˚y ÎyÎ˚ñ ì˛y ˆ¢ ì §̨yÓ˚ !ÓÜì˛ üì˛y∑#Ó˚ °Ïy Ï̂›˛Ó˚ îü Ï̂Ñ˛ ≤Ãí#ì˛ ≤ÃÌõ Ó£z ÙÙÙ A Rule of
Property for Bengal ˆ£yÑ˛ Óy ì §̨yÓ˚ ¢¡ôyîòyÎ˚ xy!üÓ˚ îü Ï̂Ñ˛ ≤ÃÑ˛y!üì˛ Sub-altern Studies
Series ˆ£yÑ˛– Ó˚í!ãÍ =£ ì §̨yÓ˚ 1982 ¢y Ï̂ú ≤ÃÑ˛y!üì˛ Sub-altern StudiesÈÙÈ~ ì §̨yÓ˚ ˆúÖy ‘On
Some Aspects of the Historiography of Colonial India’ ˆúÖy Ï̂ì˛ £z!ì˛£y¢!Óî Ï̂îÓ˚ ≤Ãâ˛!úì˛

î,!‹T¶˛!D ~ÓÇ ÓƒyÖƒyÓ˚ ˛ôk˛!ì˛ Ï̂Ñ˛ ¢õy Ï̂úyâ˛òy Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚̂ ÏäÈò ~£z Ó Ï̂ú ˆÎñ ~£z ˛ôk˛!ì˛ “Fails to
acknowledge, far less interpret, the contributions made by the people on their own,
that is, independently of the elite to the making and development of this nationalism.
The inadequacy of this elitist historiography follows directly from the narrow and
partial view of politics to which it is committed by virtue of its class outlook...what
clearly is left out of this unhistorical historiography is the politics of the people.”
(Ranajit Guha - The Small Voice of History. Pp- 189-91)– ˛ôÓ˚Óì≈˛#Ñ˛y Ï̂ú ì˛§yÓ˚ ˆúÖyÓ˚

!Ó°ÏÎ˚Ólfl˛ñ xy Ï̂úyâ˛òy ˛ôk˛!ì˛ ~ÓÇ ~ ¢õhfl˛ !Ñ˛ä%È ÓyÇúy¶˛y°Ïy Ï̂ì˛ Ó˚â˛òy Ñ˛Ó˚y ÙÙÙ £zÇÓ˚y!ã ¶˛y°Ïy Ï̂Ñ˛ ¢¡ô)í≈

¶˛y Ï̂Ó î)̂ ÏÓ˚ ¢!Ó˚̂ ÏÎ˚ ˆÓ˚̂ ÏÖÈñ xò%¢!ı˛Í¢% ˆúÖÑ˛ !£ Ï̂¢ Ï̂Ó Ó˚í!ãÍ =£ Ï̂Ñ˛ ~Ñ˛ xòòƒì˛y îyò Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚– 2016

¢y Ï̂ú Ó˚í!ãÍ = Ï̂£Ó˚ ÓyÇúy Ó˚â˛òy ¢Ç@˘Ã£ ÎÖò 2 Ö Ï̂[˛ ≤ÃÑ˛yü £úñ ˆîÖy ˆÜú ˆÎ ì˛yÓ˚ !ì˛òÈÙÈâ˛ì%̨ Ì≈yÇü

ˆúÖy äÈy˛ôy £ Ï̂Î̊ Ï̂äÈ 2007 ¢yú ˆÌ Ï̂Ñ˛ 2014 ¢y Ï̂úÓ̊ õ Ï̂ïƒ S¢)eñ ˛ôyÌ≈ â˛ Ï̂Ry˛ôyïƒyÎ̊ ¶)̨ !õÑ˛yñ Ó̊í!ãÍ =£È

ÙÙÙ ¢y!£ Ï̂ì˛ƒÓ̊ ¢ì˛ƒ Sxò%‹T%̨ ôñ 2023V–

ì §̨yÓ˚ ˛ôÓ˚Óì≈̨ #Ñ˛y Ï̂úÓ˚ ˆúÖy!ú!Ö ¢¡∫̂ Ïı˛ Ó˚í!ãÍ =£ 2010 ¢y Ï̂ú ˆîÁÎ˚y ~Ñ˛ ¢y«˛yÍÑ˛y Ï̂Ó˚ Ó Ï̂ú Ï̂äÈòñ

ÚÚxyõyÓ˚ ¢¡±!ì˛ ÓyÇúy ˆúÖy!ú!Ö Ï̂ì˛ ¶˛yÓ˚ì˛#Î˚ îü≈ò ÓƒÓ£yÓ˚ Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚ xy!õ ˛ôy‡˛Ñ˛ Ï̂Ñ˛ !Ñ˛ä%È ïyÓ˚íyÓ˚ Ñ˛y Ï̂äÈ

!ö˛ Ï̂Ó˚ ÎyÁÎ˚yÓ˚ ≤Ã Ï̂Î˚yã Ï̂òÓ˚ Ñ˛Ìy õ Ï̂ò Ñ˛Ó˚y Ï̂ì˛ ˆâ˛ Ï̂Î˚!äÈ– !Ó Ï̂ü°Ï Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚ xydÈÙÈx˛ô Ï̂Ó˚Ó˚ ¢¡ôÑ≈˛ !Ó°ÏÎ˚!›˛ ~£z

ˆúÖyÎ˚ Ö%Ó£z =Ó˚&c ˆ˛ô Ï̂Î˚̂ ÏäÈ ~ÓÇ ¢Ó Ï̂â˛ Ï̂Î˚ ˆÓ!ü Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚ ≤ÃÑ˛y!üì˛ £ Ï̂Î˚̂ ÏäÈ– xy Ï̂dÓ˚ Ü[˛# ˆ˛ô Ï̂Ó˚y Ï̂òyñ

x˛ô Ï̂Ó˚Ó˚ Ñ˛y Ï̂äÈ ˆ˛ôÔ§äÈy Ï̂òyÓ˚ ˆÎyÜƒì˛yñ v˛z_Ó˚í ÙÙÙ ~£z¢Ó !Ó°ÏÎ˚= Ï̂úyñ xyõyÓ˚ ïyÓ˚íy ¢y!£ Ï̂ì˛ƒ£z ˆÓ!ü Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚
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˛ôyÁÎ˚y ¢Ω˛Ó– ¢y!£ì˛ƒ ˆÎ xhs˛Ó≈#«˛í ˆîÎ˚ñ ¶˛yÓ˚̂ Ïì˛Ó˚ xyï%!òÑ˛ ¢y!£!ì˛ƒÑ˛Ó˚y ˆÎ ˆÎ x!¶˛õ%̂ ÏÖ ˆ˛ôÔ§̂ ÏäÈy Ï̂ì˛

ˆ˛ô Ï̂Ó˚̂ ÏäÈòñ ì˛y £z!ì˛£y¢ òy Ï̂õÓ˚ ˆÎ !ÓîƒyüyÖy!›˛ Óy ˆÑ˛y Ï̂òy ˙!ì˛£y!¢Ñ˛ ÙÙÙ Ñ˛yÓ˚Á ˛ô Ï̂«˛£z ˆîÁÎ˚y ¢Ω˛Ó

£Î˚!ò– ¶˛yÓ˚ì˛#Î˚ ¢y!£ì˛ƒ Á îü≈̂ ÏòÓ˚ õ Ï̂ïƒ !î Ï̂Î˚£z ~£z xhs˛Ó≈#«˛í v z̨k˛yÓ˚ Ñ˛Ó˚y ¢Ω˛Ó ~ÓÇ ˛ôÓ˚Óì≈̨ # ≤Ããß√

Îy Ï̂ì˛ ì˛y Ï̂îÓ˚ ˛ô)Ó≈¢%Ó˚# Ï̂îÓ˚ ì%̨ úòyÎ˚ ˆÖyúy ˆâ˛y Ï̂Ö ì˛y !ò Ï̂Î˚ Ñ˛yã Ñ˛Ó˚̂ Ïì˛ ˛ôy Ï̂Ó˚ñ ˆ¢ ÓƒÓfl įy Ñ˛Ó˚y ¢Ω˛Ó–ÛÛ

S¢)e ÈÙÈ In Search of Transcendence : An Interview with Ranajit Guha. Interview
taken by Milinda BanerjeeV– ˛ôyÌ≈ â˛ Ï̂Ry˛ôyïƒyÎ˚̂ ÏÑ˛ ˆîÁÎ˚y v z̨̨ ô!Ó˚v z̨_´ ¢y«˛yÍÑ˛y Ï̂Ó˚ Ó˚í!ãÍ =£ ì §̨yÓ˚

xy Ï̂úyâ˛òyÓ˚ ˛ôk˛!ì˛Ó˚ Á˛ôÓ˚ £y£ẑ Ïv˛ÜyÓ˚ÈÙÈ~Ó˚ Ü¶˛#Ó˚ ≤Ã¶˛yÓ fl ∫̨#Ñ˛yÓ˚ Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚̂ ÏäÈò ~ÓÇ ì˛y§Ó˚ xò%¢!ı˛Í¢y ˛ôk˛!ì˛

ì §̨yÓ˚ Ó˚â˛òyÓ˚ Á˛ôÓ˚ ≤Ã Ï̂Î˚yÜ Ñ˛Ó˚yÓ˚ Ñ˛Ìy Ó Ï̂ú Ï̂äÈò– ~Öy Ï̂ò ≤Ã¢Dì˛ v ẑ̨ ÏÕ‘Ö Ï̂ÎyÜƒ ˆÎ ï &˛ôî# ¢õyãì˛y!_¥Ñ˛

¢y!£ Ï̂ì˛ƒ Haideggar ˆÑ˛ Hermeneutics ì˛ Ï̂_¥Ó˚ xÇü¶%̨ _´ Ó Ï̂ú ïÓ˚y £Î˚ ~ÓÇ ‘Hermeneutics
was a special approach to the understanding and interpretation of published writings.
Its goal was to understand the thinking of the author as well as the basic structure
of the text. Weber and others (for example, Wilhelm Dilthey) sought to extend this
idea from the understanding of texts to the understanding of social life.” (Quoted in
Geroge Ritzer - Sociological Theory - P-112, (2011)–

~£z ˆÎ á›˛òy Ï̂Ñ˛ ÚˆÖyúy ˆâ˛y Ï̂ÖÛ ˆîÖy ~ÓÇ !Ó Ï̂Ÿ’°Ïí Ñ˛Ó˚yñ ‘reading the text’ ~ÓÇ ì˛yÓ˚ xò%̨ ô%C

!ÓˆÏŸ’°Ïí Ñ˛Ó˚yñ ‘meaning behind observable events’ ~ÓÇ ~£z ˛ôk˛!ì˛ õyò%̂ Ï°ÏÓ˚ xyhs˛¢≈¡ôÑ≈̨

!Ó Ï̂Ÿ’°Ï̂ ÏíÓ˚ ˆ«˛ Ï̂e ~ÓÇ Óƒ!_´ õyò%̂ Ï°ÏÓ˚ Ñ˛õ≈̨ ôk˛!ì˛Ó˚ ˆ«˛ Ï̂e ≤Ã Ï̂Î˚yÜ Ñ˛Ó˚y ÙÙÙ ~=!ú£z Ó˚í!ãÍ = Ï̂£Ó˚

˛ôÓ˚Óì≈̨ #Ñ˛y Ï̂úÓ˚ Ó˚â˛òy=!úÓ˚ ˆ«˛ Ï̂e !Ó Ï̂ü°Ï ¶˛y Ï̂Ó ú«˛ƒ Ñ˛Ó˚y ÎyÎ˚– ≤Ãâ˛!úì˛ x Ï̂Ì≈ ~ Ï̂Ñ˛ interdisciplinary
òy Ó Ï̂ú transdisciplinary Ó Ï̂ú v ẑ̨ ÏÕ‘Ö Ñ˛Ó˚y ˆÎ Ï̂ì˛ ˛ôy Ï̂Ó˚– xÌÓy á›˛òy=!úÓ˚ !Ó Ï̂Ÿ’°Ï̂ ÏíÓ˚ ˆ«˛ Ï̂e ì §̨yÓ˚

xò%¢,ì˛ ˛ôk˛!ì˛ Ï̂Ñ˛ methodological eclecticism Ó Ï̂úÁ xyÖƒy!Î˚ì˛ Ñ˛Ó˚y ÎyÎ˚– Eclecticism £ Ï̂FäÈ

“the practice of deriving ideas, style and taste from a broad and diverse range of
sources”, xòƒ ~Ñ˛ x Ï̂Ì≈ñ “eclecticism is a conceptual approach that does not hold
rigidly to a single paradigm or set of assumptions, but instead draws upon multiple
theories, styles or ideas to gain complementary insights into a subject or applies
different theories in particular cases.”–

Chandra’s Death

ˆÑ˛õò Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚ ~Ñ˛!›˛ á›˛òy Ï̂Ñ˛ òyòy î,!‹T Ï̂Ñ˛yí ˆÌ Ï̂Ñ˛ ÓƒyÖƒy Ñ˛Ó˚y ÎyÎ˚ ~ÓÇ ˆÎ ÓƒyÖƒy=!ú ˛ôÓ˚fl˛ô Ï̂Ó˚Ó˚

¢ Ï̂D ¢¡ô,_´ñ ì˛yÓ˚ ~Ñ˛!›˛ ≤ÃÑ,̨ ‹T v z̨îy£Ó˚í !£¢y Ï̂Ó xyõÓ˚y ~£z ≤ÃÓ Ï̂ı˛ Ó˚í!ãÍ =£ Ó˚!â˛ì˛ ‘Chandra’s
Death’ ~£z Ó˚â˛òy!›˛ !Ó Ï̂Ÿ’°Ïí Ñ˛Ó˚Ó– (Ranjit Guha – ‘Chandra’s Death’ in The Small Voice
of History, edited by Partha Chatterjee (2009) pp- 211-303)– 1849 ¢y Ï̂ú á Ï̂›˛ ÎyÁÎ˚y

â˛wy òy Ï̂õ ~Ñ˛!›˛ ÓyÜî# ˆõ Ï̂Î̊Ó̊ õ,ì%̨ ƒñ ˆÎ õ,ì%̨ ƒ á Ï̂›˛!äÈú ì˛yÓ̊ ¢õyã Ó!£¶≈̨ )ì˛ ˆÎÔò ¢¡ô Ï̂Ñ≈̨ Ó̊ ˛ô!Ó̊í!ì˛ Ï̂ì˛ñ

ì˛yÓ˚ Ü¶≈̨ ïyÓ˚í ~ÓÇ Ü¶≈̨ ˛ôy Ï̂ì˛Ó˚ !Óö˛ú ≤Ã Ï̂â˛‹Tyñ ì˛yÓ˚ ¢!¡ø!úì˛ xyd#Î˚̂ ÏîÓ˚ ≤Ã Ï̂â˛‹TyÓ˚ õyïƒ Ï̂õ ÙÙÙ ÎyÓ˚ ö˛ Ï̂ú

ì˛yÓ˚ õ,ì%̨ ƒ ~ÓÇ ~£z õ,ì%̨ ƒÓ˚ ö˛ Ï̂ú Ó˚y‹T…ÓƒÓfl įyÓ˚ ≤Ã Ï̂Óü ~ÓÇ ≤Ãâ˛!úì˛ xy£ẑ ÏòÓ˚ õyïƒ Ï̂õ ~£z á›˛òyÓ˚ ¢ Ï̂D

ÎyÓ˚y Î%_´ ì˛y Ï̂îÓ˚ !Óâ˛yÓ˚ ÙÙÙ ~£z ¢õhfl˛ !Ó°ÏÎ˚̂ ÏÑ˛ Ó˚í!ãÍ =£ archive ~ÓÇ xòƒyòƒ ¢)e ˆÌ Ï̂Ñ˛ v z̨k˛yÓ˚

Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚̂ ÏäÈòñ ì §̨yÓ˚ xhs˛î≈,!‹T ¢õ!ß∫ì˛ ˛ôÎ≈y Ï̂úyâ˛òyÓ˚ õyïƒ Ï̂õ ˛ô%ò!ò≈≈õyí Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚̂ ÏäÈò ~ÓÇ ≤Ãâ˛!úì˛ xy£z!ò

xy@˘Ãy¢ Ï̂òÓ˚ £yì˛ ˆÌ Ï̂Ñ˛ !ò‹,Ò!ì˛ ˛ôyÁÎ˚yÓ˚ ãòƒ !˛ôì,̨ ì˛y!s f̨Ñ˛ì˛y ~ÓÇ õ!£úy Ï̂îÓ˚ !òãfl ∫̨ î,!‹T¶˛!DÓ˚ ÓƒyÖƒy ÙÙÙ

~Ñ˛!›˛ õ,ì%˛ƒ ÙÙÙ ~Ñ˛ãò ˙!ì˛£y!¢ˆÏÑ˛Ó˚ ¢yõy!ãÑ˛...
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~£z ¢õhfl˛ !Ñ˛ä%È Ï̂Ñ˛ ~£z ~Ñ˛!›˛ õ,ì%̨ ƒÓ˚ ˛ô!Ó˚̂ Ï≤Ã!«˛ Ï̂ì˛ ÓƒyÖƒy Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚̂ ÏäÈò– ~£z õ,ì%̨ ƒ ~ÓÇ ì˛yÓ˚ ¢ Ï̂D ¢¡ô!Ñ≈̨ ì˛

á›˛òy=!ú Ï̂Ñ˛ ÓƒyÖƒyÓ˚ ˆ«˛ Ï̂e =£ ì §̨yÓ˚ ≤ÃyÓ˚!Ω˛Ñ˛ Ó_´ Ï̂Óƒ Ó Ï̂ú Ï̂äÈò ˆÎñ xy£z!ò Ñ˛ì≈̨ ,c ~£z á›˛òyÓ˚ !Óâ˛yÓ˚

~ÓÇ ÓƒyÖƒyÓ˚ ˆ«˛ Ï̂e ˆÎ î,!‹T¶˛!D xò%¢Ó˚í Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚!äÈ Ï̂úòñ ˆúÖÑ˛ ì˛yÓ˚ ˆÌ Ï̂Ñ˛ ¢¡ô)í≈ !¶˛ß¨ î,!‹T¶˛!D Ï̂ì˛ ~£z

á›˛òy Ï̂Ñ˛ ˆÓyG˛y ~ÓÇ ÓƒyÖƒy Ñ˛Ó˚yÓ˚ ≤Ã Ï̂â˛‹Ty Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚̂ ÏäÈò– “The authority of the laws which
recorded the event in it’s present form and that of the editor (writer), who
separated it from other items in an archive and gave it a place in another order –
a book of documents collected for their sociological interest. The movement
between these two intentions – the law’s and the scholar’s – suggests the
interposition of other wills and purposes.”–

!ì˛!ò xyÓ˚Á Ó Ï̂ú Ï̂äÈò ˆÎñ á›˛òy Ï̂Ñ˛ ˛ô%ò!ò≈≈õyí Ñ˛Ó˚yÓ˚ v ẑ̨ Ïjüƒ £ Ï̂FäÈ “to desecrate them by
naming the material once again and textualising it for a new purpose. That purpose
is to reclaim the document for history” (ibid, p-271)– ˙!ì˛£y!¢Ñ˛ Ï̂îÓ˚ õ Ï̂ïƒ ≤Ãâ˛!úì˛

xò%¢ı˛yò ˆ«˛e Á ˛ôk˛!ì˛ ¢¡∫̂ Ïı˛ Ó˚í!ãÍ = Ï̂£Ó˚ v z̨!_´ñ “Historical Scholarship has developed
through recursive practice, a tradition that tends to ignore the small drama and fine
detail of social existence, especially at its lower depths. A critical historiography can
make up this lacuna by bending closer to the ground in order to pick up the traces
of a subaltern life in its passage through time” (ibid, p-274)–

~£z ‘Small drama’ ~ÓÇ ‘fine details of social existence’ÈÙÈ~Ó˚ ~Ñ˛!›˛ case study !£¢y Ï̂Ó

!ì˛!ò Chandra’s Death, ~£z !Ó°ÏÎ˚!›˛ñ ì˛yÓ˚ ¢yõy!ãÑ˛ Ñ˛yÎ≈Ñ˛yÓ˚í Á ˛ô›˛¶)̨ !õñ !Óhfl˛y!Ó˚ì˛ ¶˛y Ï̂Ó ~£z

≤ÃÓ Ï̂ı˛ xy Ï̂úyâ˛òy Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚̂ ÏäÈò– á›˛òy!›˛Ó˚ â%̨ ¡∫Ñ˛ ~£z Ó˚Ñ˛õñ â˛wy òy Ï̂õ ~Ñ˛!›˛ !ÓÓy!£ì˛ ÓyÜî# ¢õy Ï̂ãÓ˚

xhs˛¶≈̨ %_´ õ!£úyÓ˚ Ÿª÷Ó˚Óy!v ¸̨ !òÓy¢# ~Ñ˛ ˛ô%Ó˚&°Ï xyd#Î˚ ÈÙÙÙ õÜyÓ˚yõ â˛y°Ïyñ ˆÎ â˛wyÓ˚ !ÓÓy!£ì˛ òrîy£zñ

â˛wyÓ˚ õy ¶˛ÜÓì˛# â˛y°Ïy!ò Ï̂Ñ˛ ~ Ï̂¢ Ó Ï̂ú ˆÎ ì˛yÓ˚ ¢ Ï̂D â˛wyÓ˚ !Ñ˛ä%ÈÑ˛yú ÎyÓÍ Ü Ï̂v ¸̨ Á‡˛y x Ï̃Óï ¢¡ô Ï̂Ñ≈̨ Ó˚

ö˛ Ï̂ú â˛wy Ü¶≈̨ Óì˛# £ Ï̂Î̊ ˛ô Ï̂v˛̧ Ï̂äÈ– ì˛y£z ì˛yÓ̊ õy ˆÎò x!Óú Ï̂¡∫ â˛wy Ï̂Ñ˛ ì˛yÓ̊ Ÿª÷Ó̊Óy!v˛̧ ˆÌ Ï̂Ñ˛ !ò Ï̂Î̊ xy Ï̂¢

~ÓÇ ì˛yÓ˚ Ü¶≈̨ ˛ôy Ï̂ì˛Ó˚ ÓƒÓfl įy Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚– ì˛yÓ˚ Ñ˛Ìy £ú “Bring her to your own house and arrange
for some medicine to be administered to her, or else I shall put her into bhek”–

~£z Ñ˛Ìy ˆüyòyÓ˚ ˛ôÓ˚ â˛wyÓ˚ õy â˛wy Ï̂Ñ˛ Ÿª÷Ó˚Óy!v ¸̨ ˆÌ Ï̂Ñ˛ !ò Ï̂Î˚ xy¢yÓ˚ ãòƒ ì˛yÓ˚ xyÓ˚ ~Ñ˛ ˆõ Ï̂Î˚

Ó,rîy ~ÓÇ ˆÓy Ï̂òÓ˚ ˆõ Ï̂Î˚ Ó˚D â˛y°Ïy!ò Ï̂Ñ˛ ˛ôy‡˛yÎ˚– â˛wyÓ˚ üy÷!v ¸̨ ◊#õì˛# ~ÓÇ õÜyÓ˚yõ â˛y°Ïy â˛wy Ï̂Ñ˛ ì˛y Ï̂îÓ˚

¢ Ï̂D ˛ôy!‡˛ Ï̂Î̊ ˆîÎ̊– Ü¶≈̨ ˛ôy Ï̂ì˛Ó̊ ÖÓ̊â˛ !£ Ï̂¢ Ï̂Ó ~Ñ˛!›˛ !˛ôì˛ Ï̂úÓ̊ Üyv Y̨ ~ÓÇ !˛ôì˛ Ï̂úÓ̊ ˛ôye ¢ Ï̂õì˛–

˛ô Ï̂Ó˚ â˛wyÓ˚ õy¢ì%̨ Ï̂ì˛y ˆÓyò Ó˚D â˛y°Ïy!ò ~ÓÇ ì˛yÓ˚ õy ¶˛ÜÓì˛# â˛y°Ïy!ò Ü¶≈̨ ˛ôyì˛ Ñ˛Ó˚y Ï̂òyÓ˚ £yì%̨ Ï̂v ¸̨

v˛y_´yÓ˚ Ñ˛y!úâ˛Ó˚í ÓyÜî#Ó˚ ¢ Ï̂D ˆîÖy Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚ ~ÓÇ Ó Ï̂ú ˆÎ ì˛yÓ˚ ˆõ Ï̂Î˚ !ì˛òõy Ï̂¢Ó˚ Ü¶≈̨ Óì˛#– ˆ¢ ˆÎò

Ü¶≈̨ ˛ôy Ï̂ì˛Ó˚ Á°Ï%ï ˆîÎ˚ ~ÓÇ ì˛yÓ˚ õ)úƒ !£ Ï̂¢ Ï̂Ó ì˛yÓ˚y ˆ¢£z v˛y_´yÓ˚̂ ÏÑ˛ !˛ôì˛ Ï̂úÓ˚ Üyv%̨  ~ÓÇ !˛ôì˛ Ï̂úÓ˚ ˛ôye

ˆî Ï̂Ó– Ñ˛y!úâ˛Ó˚í ~£z !Ó!òõÎ˚ õ)úƒ @˘Ã£í Ñ˛Ó˚̂ Ïì˛ xfl ∫̨#Ñ˛yÓ˚ Ñ˛Ó˚̂ Ïú ˛ôÓ˚!îò ¶˛ÜÓì˛# ì˛yÓ˚ ~Ñ˛ ÓÎ˚fl˛Ò ˛ô%Ó˚&°Ï

xyd#Î˚ñ ˆÎ ¶˛ÜÓì˛#Ó˚ ˆäÈ Ï̂úÓ˚ Ÿª÷Ó˚ñ ì˛y Ï̂Ñ˛ ¢ Ï̂D !ò Ï̂Î˚ Ñ˛y!úâ˛Ó˚̂ ÏíÓ˚ Ñ˛y Ï̂äÈ xyÓyÓ˚ ÎyÎ˚ ~ÓÇ xyÓyÓ˚

Ü¶≈̨ ˛ôy Ï̂ì˛Ó˚ xò%̂ ÏÓ˚yï Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚ ~ÓÇ Ó Ï̂ú ì˛yÓ˚ õ)úƒ ì˛yÓ˚y òÜî ›˛yÑ˛yÎ˚ !õ!›˛ Ï̂Î˚ ˆî Ï̂Ó– ì˛Öò Ñ˛y!úâ˛Ó˚í Ó˚y!ã

£Î˚ñ ˛ôÓ˚!îò òÜî 1!›˛ ˛ôÎ˚¢yÓ˚ !Ó!òõ Ï̂Î˚ Ñ˛y!úâ˛Ó˚í ì˛y Ï̂îÓ˚ Á°Ï%ï (herbs) ˆîÎ˚ ~ÓÇ Ñ˛# Ñ˛# Ñ˛Ó˚̂ Ïì˛ £ Ï̂Ó

ì˛yÓ̊ ÓƒÓfl įy˛ôe ˆîÎ̊–

â˛wyÓ˚ x!ÓÓy!£ì˛ ˆÓyò Ó,rîyÓ˚ ¢y«˛ƒ xò%ÎyÎ˚# ≤ÃÌõ !îò ÓƒÓfl įy˛ôe xò%ÎyÎ˚# Ñ˛yã òy £ÁÎ˚y Ï̂ì˛ ˆ¢

!mì˛#Î̊ !îò ì˛yÓ̊ õy ~ÓÇ â˛wy Ï̂Ñ˛ ¢ Ï̂D Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó̊ xyÓyÓ̊ Ñ˛y!úâ˛Ó̊ Ï̂íÓ̊ Ñ˛y Ï̂äÈ ÎyÎ̊– Ñ˛y!úâ˛Ó̊í xyÓ̊Á !Ñ˛ä%È òì%̨ ò
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Á°Ï%ï (herbal medicine) ˆîÎ˚ ~ÓÇ ÓƒÓfl įy˛ôe ˆîÎ˚– ˆ¢£z xò%ÎyÎ˚# Ó˚y Ï̂ì˛ â˛wy Ï̂Ñ˛ ˆ¢£z Á°Ï%ï ˆîÁÎ˚yÓ˚

˛ôÓ˚ ì˛yÓ˚ Ü¶≈̨ ˛ôyì˛ £Î˚ !Ñ˛ls˛ â˛wyÓ˚ ÓƒÌy ~ÓÇ Ó˚_´˛ôyì˛ â˛ú Ï̂ì˛ Ìy Ï̂Ñ˛ ~ÓÇ !Ñ˛ä%È ˛ô Ï̂Ó˚ â˛wy õyÓ˚y ÎyÎ˚–

â˛wyÓ̊ õ,ì˛ Ï̂î£ ì˛Öò !òÑ˛›˛Óì≈̨ # òî#ì˛# Ï̂Ó̊ ¢õy!ïfl į Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó̊ ì˛yÓ̊ ˛ô%Ó̊&°Ï xyd# Ï̂Î̊Ó̊yñ ¶˛y£z ÜÎ̊yÓ̊yõñ ì˛yÓ̊ üƒyúÑ˛

˛ô#ì˛y¡∫Ó˚ ~ÓÇ â˛wyÓ˚ õyõy £!Ó˚úyú– ˆõy›˛yõ%!›˛ ¶˛y Ï̂Ó ~£z £ Ï̂FäÈ â˛wyÓ˚ õ,ì%̨ ƒÓ˚ Ñ˛y!£!ò– ~£z ¢õhfl˛ Ñ˛y!£!ò

Á á›˛òy ˛ôÓ˚¡ôÓ˚y v ẑ̨ Ï‡˛ ~ Ï̂¢ Ï̂äÈñ ~£z õ,ì%̨ ƒÓ˚ ˛ôÓ˚ Ó˚y‹T…Îs f̨ ~ÓÇ !Óâ˛yÓ˚ÓƒÓfl įy Ë˛ô!ò Ï̂Ó!üÑ˛ xy£zò xò%ÎyÎ˚#

~£z õ,ì%̨ ƒ Ï̂Ñ˛ £ì˛ƒy !£ Ï̂¢ Ï̂Ó !â˛!£´ì˛ Ñ˛Ó˚yÓ˚ ˛ôÓ˚ ~ÓÇ ~£z õ,ì%̨ ƒÓ˚ ¢ Ï̂D ã!v ¸̨ì˛ Óƒ!_´ Ï̂îÓ˚ ¢y«˛ƒ ≤Ãîy Ï̂òÓ˚

(ekrar) õyïƒ Ï̂õ–

~Öy Ï̂ò ≤Ã¢Dì˛ v ẑ̨ ÏÕ‘Ö Ï̂ÎyÜƒ ˆÎ â˛wyÓ˚ õ,ì%̨ ƒÓ˚ ˛ôÓ˚ Ó˚y‹T…Î Ï̂s f̨Ó˚ ≤Ã Ï̂Óüñ ì˛y Ï̂Ñ˛ £ì˛ƒy Ó Ï̂ú !â˛!£´ì˛ Ñ˛Ó˚y

~ÓÇ ~Ó˚ ¢ Ï̂D ã!v ¸̨ì˛ ¢õhfl˛ Óƒ!_´ Ï̂îÓ˚ ¢y«˛ƒ @˘Ã£í Ñ˛Ó˚yÓ˚ ~£z ≤Ã!e´Î˚y Ï̂Ñ˛ ~Ñ˛ Ó,£_Ó˚ ˛ô›˛¶)̨ !õ Ï̂ì˛ !Ó Ï̂Ÿ’°Ïí

Ñ˛Ó˚yÓ˚ !Ó°ÏÎ˚ !£¢y Ï̂Ó Ó˚í!ãÍ =£ ÓƒyÖƒy Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚̂ ÏäÈò– Michel Fothcault ˆÑ˛ v z̨k,̨ ì˛ Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚ !ì˛!ò Ó Ï̂ú Ï̂äÈòñ

“Murder is the point at which history intersects with crime and the site of the
intersection is the narrative of the crime.”– =£ xyÓ˚Á Ó Ï̂ú Ï̂äÈòñ “the common murder
trivialised by the tolerance of all cultures have of cruelty, uses precisely this
discourse as its vehicle to cross the uncertain frontier which separates it from the
shameless butcheries of a battle and makes its way into history, history without
masters, a history of frantic and autonomous events, a history below the level of
power and one which fell foul of the law.”– ~›˛y !‡˛Ñ˛ ˆÎ â˛wyÓ˚ õ,ì%̨ ƒ ì˛y Ï̂îÓ˚ communityÈÙÈÓ˚

Ñ˛y Ï̂äÈ !äÈú ~Ñ˛›˛y ¢ÇÑ˛›˛ õ%£)ì≈̨  !Ñ˛ls˛ Ó˚y‹T…Î Ï̂s f̨Ó˚ ≤Ã Ï̂Ó Ï̂üÓ˚ ö˛ Ï̂ú ~£z ¢ÇÑ˛ Ï̂›˛Ó˚ ˆâ˛£yÓ˚yÓ˚ =íÜì˛ ˛ô!Ó˚Óì≈̨ ò

á Ï̂›˛ñ Îy !äÈú ~Ñ˛!›˛ xfl ∫̨y¶˛y!ÓÑ˛ õ,ì%̨ ƒ ì˛y Ö%ò !£ Ï̂¢ Ï̂Ó ˛ô!Ó˚Ü!íì˛ £Î˚ ~ÓÇ ì˛y Ó˚y‹T…#Î˚ !òüyòyÓ˚ (gaze)
õ Ï̂ïƒ â˛ Ï̂ú xy Ï̂¢– =£ Ó Ï̂ú Ï̂äÈòñ “It is that privileged connection, which kneads the
plurality of these utterances recorded from concerned individuals from a mother, a
sister and a neighbour into a set of judicial evidence and allows thereby the
stentorian voice of the state to subsume the humble peasant voices which speak
here in sobs and whispers.”– â˛wyÓ˚ õ,ì%̨ ƒÓ˚ á›˛òyÓ˚ ˆõyÑ˛y!Óúy ì˛yÓ˚ ¢õyã ~Ñ˛Ó˚Ñ˛õ ¶˛y Ï̂Ó

Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚!äÈúñ !Ñ˛ls˛ Ó˚y‹T… ~Öy Ï̂ò ≤Ã Ï̂Óü Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚ ~!›˛ Ï̂Ñ˛ !Óì˛Ñ≈̨ õ)úÑ˛ (discursive) ~ÓÇ £ì˛ƒy !£¢y Ï̂Ó !â˛!£´ì˛

Ñ˛ˆÏÓ˚ñ “by designating the event as a ‘case’, the death as a ‘crime’ and the
utterance which describe it as ‘ekrar’.”– ÓyÜî# ˛ô!Ó˚ÓyÓ˚!›˛ ~ÓÇ ì˛y Ï̂îÓ˚ xyd#Î˚Ó˚y ¢ÇÑ˛ Ï̂›˛Ó˚

ˆÎ¶˛y Ï̂Ó ˆõyÑ˛y!Óúy Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó̊!äÈú ì˛y ÓƒÌ≈ £Î̊ ~ÓÇ Ó̊y Ï̂‹T…Ó̊ xyì˛¢Ñ §̨y Ï̂â˛Ó̊ !ò Ï̂â˛ ¢Ó Óƒy˛ôyÓ̊!›˛ â˛ Ï̂ú xy Ï̂¢–

Ó˚í!ãÍ =£ ~£z õ,ì%̨ ƒÓ˚ ¢õ@˘Ã ¢yõy!ãÑ˛ Á xÌ≈̃ Ïò!ì˛Ñ˛ ˛ô!Ó˚!fl į!ì˛Ó˚ !Ó Ï̂Ÿ’°Ïí Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚̂ ÏäÈò– ~£z !Ó Ï̂Ÿ’°Ï̂ ÏíÓ˚

v z̨̨ ôyîyò !£¢y Ï̂Ó Ñ˛yã Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚̂ ÏäÈ ¢Ç!Ÿ’‹T Óƒ!_´ Ï̂îÓ˚ ˆÑ˛y Ï̂›≈̨ Ó˚ Ñ˛y Ï̂äÈ ≤Ãî_ ¢y«˛ƒ (ekrar) ~ÓÇ ¢õ¢yõ!Î˚Ñ˛

¢yõy!ãÑ˛ ~ÓÇ xÌ≈̃ Ïò!ì˛Ñ˛ ì˛Ìƒñ ì˛y£z õ,ì%̨ ƒÓ˚ ~£z micro v z̨̨ ôyîyò!›˛ Ï̂Ñ˛ !ì˛!ò macro ˛ô!Ó˚̂ Ï≤Ã!«˛ Ï̂ì˛

˛ôÎ≈y Ï̂úyâ˛òy Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó̊ Ï̂äÈò–

≤ÃÌ Ï̂õ£z !ì˛!ò ÓyÜî# ¢õy Ï̂ãÓ˚ñ ˆÎ ¢õy Ï̂ãÓ˚ õ Ï̂ïƒ õ,ì%̨ ƒ!›˛ á Ï̂›˛!äÈúñ ì˛yÓ˚ ¢õyãÈÙÈxÌ≈̃ Ïò!ì˛Ñ˛ ˛ô!Ó˚!fl į!ì˛

!Ó Ï̂Óâ˛òy Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚̂ ÏäÈò– Ó Ï̂ú Ï̂äÈò ˆÎñ “The Bagdis belonged to that nether end of colonial
society, whose extreme poverty and abject pollution converged to make them
amongst the lowest in class and caste.”– £Î˚ì˛ ˆÑ˛yòÁ ~Ñ˛ ¢õÎ˚ ì˛yÓ˚y â˛y!°Ï ˆ◊!íÓ˚ xhs˛¶≈̨ %_´

!äÈú– á›˛òyÓ˚ ¢ Ï̂D ã!v ¸̨ì˛ ≤Ã Ï̂ì˛ƒ Ï̂Ñ˛Ó˚ surname ˆÎõò ¶˛ÜÓì˛# â˛y°Ïy!ò Óy õÜyÓ˚yõ â˛y°Ïy ~£z òyõ=!ú

ì˛y ≤Ãõyí Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚– !Ñ˛ls˛ Ñ˛yúe´ Ï̂õ ì˛yÓ˚y !îòõã%̂ ÏÓ˚ ˛ô!Ó˚íì˛ £Î˚– xì˛~Ó ì˛y Ï̂îÓ˚ â˛y°Ïy Óy â˛y°Ïy!ò ˆÑ˛Óúõye

~Ñ˛!›˛ õ,ì%˛ƒ ÙÙÙ ~Ñ˛ãò ˙!ì˛£y!¢ˆÏÑ˛Ó˚ ¢yõy!ãÑ˛...
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˛ôî!Óñ “that designation must be understood as an euphemism for a rural
proletariat.”– ~£z ÓyÜî# ¢¡±îyÎ˚ ¢¡∫̂ Ïı˛ Risley ì §̨yÓ˚ ‘Tribes and Caste’ @˘Ã Ï̂s į v˛z Ï̂Õ‘Ö Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚̂ ÏäÈòñ

“In Western Bengal, we find a large number of them working as landless day
labourers, paid in cash or kind, or as nomadic cultivators, tilling other mens’ lands
on bhag-jot system, under which they are remunerated by a definite share of the
produce. I can recall no instance of a Bagdi holding a zamindari.” (p-42)– Ó̊í!ãÍ =£

¢y¡±!ì˛Ñ˛ Ñ˛y Ï̂ú ˆòÁÎ˚y ÓyÜî# Ï̂îÓ˚ xyÌ≈ÈÙÈ¢yõy!ãÑ˛ xÓfl įyÓ˚ Á˛ôÓ˚ !Ñ˛ä%È surveyÈÙÈÓ˚ Ñ˛Ìy v ẑ̨ ÏÕ‘Ö Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚̂ ÏäÈòñ

Îy ì˛y Ï̂îÓ˚ £ì˛î!Ó˚î  xÓfl įy£z fl˛øyÓ˚Ñ˛– !ì˛!ò Ó Ï̂ú Ï̂äÈòñ “As a labour force, the Bagdis constituted
a fertilizing sediment at the base of Bengali agranian economy, while being despised
at the same time as a filthy deposit at the very bottom of the rural society.” (ibid,
p-280)–

÷ï%õye ¢yõy!ãÑ˛ñ xÌ≈̃ Ïò!ì˛Ñ˛ !îÑ˛ ˆÌ Ï̂Ñ˛ ≤Ãy!hs˛Ñ˛ xÓfl įyò òÎ˚ñ ÷ï%õye x˛ô Ï̂Ó˚Ó˚ õy!úÑ˛yòyÎ˚ ÌyÑ˛y

v z̨Ó≈Ó˚ ã!õ Ï̂ì˛ ì˛yÓ˚y£z ≤Ãïyò ◊õ !îì˛ ~ÓÇ ˆú Ï̂‡˛ú ~ÓÇ ˜òü≤Ã£Ó˚# !£¢y Ï̂Ó Óv ¸̨̂ ÏúyÑ˛ Ï̂îÓ˚ ïò ¢¡ô!_

Ó˚«˛y Ñ˛Ó˚ì˛ ì˛y£z òÎ˚ñ ÓyÜî# ¢¡±îy Ï̂Î˚Ó˚ õ!£úyÓ˚yÁ v z̨§â%̨ ì˛úyÓ˚ ˆúy Ï̂Ñ˛ Ï̂îÓ˚ ˆ¶˛y Ï̂ÜÓ˚ ¢¡ô!_ !£ Ï̂¢ Ï̂Ó

!Ó Ï̂Ó!â˛ì˛ £ì˛– =£ Ó Ï̂ú Ï̂äÈòñ “it was the dominance of the upper caste landed elite over
the community which made Bagdi women a prey to male lust; and yet they figured
in patriarchal lore as creatures of easy virtue all too ready to make themselves
available object of sexual gratification.”–

¢õyãñ xÌ≈ò#!ì˛ñ õ!£úy Ï̂îÓ˚ õÎ≈yîyñ ~£z¢Ó !Ó°Ï̂ ÏÎ˚ ≤Ãy!hs˛Ñ˛ xÓfl įyòÑ˛yÓ˚# Ï̂îÓ˚ Á˛ôÓ˚ ~£z õ,ì%̨ ƒÓ˚ á›˛òyÓ˚

x!¶˛áyì˛ =£ !Ó Ï̂ü°Ï¶˛y Ï̂Ó ¢õyãì˛y!_¥Ñ˛ !îÑ˛ ˆÌ Ï̂Ñ˛ ˛ôÎ≈y Ï̂úyâ˛òy Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚̂ ÏäÈò– ≤ÃÌ Ï̂õ£z ˆÎ!›˛ v ẑ̨ ÏÕ‘Öƒ ˆÎ

xÓy!N˛ì˛ õyì,̨ õ,ì%̨ ƒã!òì˛ crisisÈÙÈ~Ó˚ ˆõyÑ˛y!Óúy â˛wyÓ˚ ˛ô!Ó˚ÓyÓ˚ ~ÓÇ xyd#Î˚ ˆÜy¤˛# Ñ˛#¶˛y Ï̂Ó Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚̂ ÏäÈ–

ì˛yÍ«˛!íÑ˛ ¶˛y Ï̂Ó ãy!ì˛ Ï̂Üy¤˛#Ó˚ xhs˛¶≈̨ %_´ õ!£úy ¢î¢ƒÓ˚y ~ÓÇ ˛ôÓ˚Óì≈̨ #Ñ˛y Ï̂ú ˛ô%Ó˚&°Ï ¢î¢ƒÓ˚y ¢ÇÑ˛ Ï̂›˛Ó˚

ˆõyÑ˛y!Óúy Ï̂ì˛ ~!Ü Ï̂Î̊ ~ Ï̂¢ Ï̂äÈ– ~£z á›˛òy î%!›˛ !Ó°Ï̂ ÏÎ̊Ó̊ ˆîƒyì˛Ñ˛ ÙÙÙ ≤ÃÌõì˛ õ!£úy ¢î¢ƒ Ï̂îÓ̊ õ Ï̂ïƒ inner
bondñ Îy ~Ñ˛ãò õ!£úy victim ˆÑ˛ ¢y£yÎƒ Ñ˛Ó˚yÓ˚ ãòƒ ¢!¡ø!úì˛ ≤ÃÎ˚y¢– VictimÈÙÈ~Ó˚ õy ¶˛ÜÓì˛#

â˛y°Ïy!ò ~Ñ˛ãò widow ~ÓÇ ˛ô!Ó˚Óy Ï̂Ó˚ xyÓ˚ ˆÑ˛yòÁ ˛ô%Ó˚&°Ï ¢î¢ƒ ˆò£z– â˛wy äÈyv ¸̨y x˛ôÓ˚ x!ÓÓy!£ì˛y

Ñ˛òƒyñ Ó,rîyñ ì˛y Ï̂Ñ˛ ˛ôy‡˛y Ï̂òy £Î˚ â˛wy Ï̂Ñ˛ ì˛yÓ˚ Ÿª÷Ó˚Óy!v ¸̨ ˆÌ Ï̂Ñ˛ !ò Ï̂Î˚ xy¢yÓ˚ ãòƒ– â˛wy ì˛yÓ˚ !ò Ï̂ãÓ˚

Óy!v ¸̨ ~ Ï̂ú ì˛yÓ˚ õyñ ¶˛ÜÓì˛# â˛y°Ïy!òñ ˛ôÓ˚!îò !òÑ˛›˛fl į £yì%̨ Ï̂v ¸̨ v˛y_´yÓ˚ Ñ˛y!úâ˛Ó˚í ÓyÜî#Ó˚ ¢ Ï̂D ˆÎyÜy Ï̂ÎyÜ

Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚ Á°Ï%ï ˆîÁÎ˚yÓ˚ ãòƒ– !Ñ˛ä%È›˛y ≤ÃÎ˚y Ï̂¢Ó˚ ˛ôÓ˚ Á°Ï%ï ˆãyÜyv ¸̨ £ Ï̂ú Ó,rîyÓ˚ Á˛ôÓ˚ îy!Î˚c Ìy Ï̂Ñ˛ Á°Ï%ï

ˆîÁÎ˚y ~ÓÇ ˆîÖy Ï̂üyòy Ñ˛Ó˚yÓ˚– ~õò!Ñ˛ â˛wyÓ˚ üy÷!v ¸̨ñ È◊#õì˛#ñ ÈˆÑ˛yòÁ G˛Üv ¸̨y !ÓÓyî òy Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚£z â˛wy Ï̂Ñ˛

˛ôy!‡˛ Ï̂Î̊ ˆîÎ̊ ÷ï% òÎ̊ñ Ü¶≈̨ ˛ôyì˛ Ñ˛Ó̊y Ï̂òyÓ̊ ˛ôy!Ó̊◊!õÑ˛ !£ Ï̂¢ Ï̂Ó ~Ñ˛!›˛ !˛ôì˛ Ï̂úÓ̊ Üyv Y̨ ~ÓÇ !˛ôì˛ Ï̂úÓ̊ ˛ôyeÁ

ì˛y Ï̂îÓ̊ ˆîÎ̊– ~£z ¢õhfl˛ á›˛òyÎ̊ ¢ÇÑ˛ Ï̂›˛Ó̊ ˆõyÑ˛y!ÓúyÎ̊ õ!£úy ¢î¢ƒÓ̊y ~!Ü Ï̂Î̊ ~ Ï̂¢ Ï̂äÈò ÷ï% ˆ¢›˛y£z ≤Ãõyí

Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚ òyñ !ÓÓy£ Ó!£¶≈̨ )ì˛ ¢¡ôÑ≈̨ ñ xÓy!N˛ì˛ õyì,̨ c ~ÓÇ Ü¶≈̨ ˛ôyì˛ ¢õy Ï̂ã ˆÎ Ö%Ó ~Ñ˛›˛y x≤Ãâ˛!úì˛ !äÈú

òyñ ì˛yÁ ≤Ãõyí Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚–

xyÓyÓ̊ Ó,£_Ó̊ ˆ«˛ Ï̂e ~ÓÇ xy÷ ¢ÇÑ˛ Ï̂›˛Ó̊ ˆõyÑ˛y!ÓúyÓ̊ ãòƒ K˛Èy!ì˛ ˆÜy¤˛#Ó̊ xhs˛¶≈̨ %_´ ˛ô%Ó̊&°Ï ¢î¢ƒÓ̊yÁ

ˆÎ ~!Ü Ï̂Î˚ ~ Ï̂¢ Ï̂äÈ ~ÓÇ ≤ÃÓú ¶)̨ !õÑ˛y !ò Ï̂FäÈ ì˛y Ï̂Ñ˛ =£ !˛ôì,̨ ì˛y!s f̨Ñ˛ì˛yÓ˚ !òîü≈ò !£¢y Ï̂Ó !â˛!£´ì˛

Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚̂ ÏäÈò– ˆÎõòñ Ü¶≈̨ ˛ôyì˛ Ñ˛Ó˚y Ï̂ì˛ ~ÓÇ ì˛yÓ˚ õ)úƒ fl ∫̨Ó˚*˛ô !˛ôì˛ Ï̂úÓ˚ ¢yõ@˘Ã# !ò Ï̂ì˛ ÎÖò £yì%̨ Ï̂v ¸̨ v˛y_´yÓ˚

Ñ˛y!úâ˛Ó˚í xfl ∫̨#Ñ˛yÓ˚ Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚ ì˛Öò !mì˛#Î˚ !îò ¶˛ÜÓì˛# â˛y°Ïy!ò ì˛yÓ˚ ˛ô%̂ ÏeÓ˚ Ÿª÷Ó˚̂ ÏÑ˛ ¢ Ï̂D Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚ !ò Ï̂Î˚ ÎyÎ˚–

ˆÑ˛Óúõye @˘Ãy Ï̂õÓ˚ Ü!Ó˚¤˛ ¢î¢ƒ !£¢y Ï̂Ó ì˛yÓ˚ v z̨̨ ô!fl į!ì˛Ó˚ ãòƒ£z Ñ˛y!úâ˛Ó˚í Ü¶≈̨ ˛ôy Ï̂ì˛Ó˚ Á°Ï%ï !î Ï̂ì˛ ¢¡øì˛
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£Î˚ ~ÓÇ ì˛yÓ˚ õ)úƒ !£¢y Ï̂Ó òÜî 1!›˛ ˛ôÎ˚¢y !ò Ï̂ì˛ ¢¡øì˛ £Î˚– ~£z 1 ˛ôÎ˚¢y õ)úƒ !£¢y Ï̂Ó !ò Ï̂ì˛ fl ∫̨#Ñ,̨ ì˛

£ÁÎ˚y Ï̂Ñ˛ xyÓyÓ˚ =£ !Óüî¶˛y Ï̂Ó ÓƒyÖƒy Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚̂ ÏäÈòñ ¢y Ï̂Ó!Ñ˛ commodity exchangeÈÙÈ~Ó˚ ÓîˆÏú õ%î yÓ˚

õyïƒ Ï̂õ !Ó!òõ Ï̂Î˚Ó˚ e´õÓï≈õyò ≤Ãâ˛úò !£¢y Ï̂Ó– xyÓyÓ˚ õ)úƒ !£¢y Ï̂Ó ˆÑ˛Óúõye 1!›˛ ˛ôÎ˚¢y !ò Ï̂ì˛ fl ∫̨#Ñ,̨ ì˛

£ÁÎ˚y Ï̂Ñ˛Á =£ õ%î y ÓƒÓfl įyÓ˚ î%‹±y˛ôƒì˛yÓ˚ Ñ˛ÌyÁ Ó Ï̂ú Ï̂äÈò– ~£z ≤Ã¢ Ï̂D Ó˚í!ãÍ = Ï̂£Ó˚ Ó_´Óƒñ “One
paisa! Not a great deal to ask for an expertise as valuable as his, or for a drug
meant to deal with a matter of life and death but by insisting on that particular
mode of remuneration, Kalicharan, though a Bagdi by caste, put him on a cash
nexus clearly distinguished from the network of relations based on consanguinity and
marriage.” (p-284)– xyÓyÓ˚ñ Ü,£fl˛iy!úÓ˚ internal managementñ â˛wyÓ˚ ÷◊*°ÏyÓ˚ ˆ«˛ Ï̂e ˆÎõò

õ!£úy ¢î¢ƒÓ˚y Ñ˛yã Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚̂ ÏäÈò– â˛wyÓ˚ õ,ì%̨ ƒÓ˚ ˛ôÓ˚ ì˛y Ï̂Ñ˛ òî#ì˛# Ï̂Ó˚ ¢ Ï̂Dy˛ô Ï̂ò !ò Ï̂Î˚ ÎyÁÎ˚y ~ÓÇ ì˛y Ï̂Ñ˛

Ñ˛ÓÓ˚fl į Ñ˛Ó˚yÓ˚ îy!Î˚c !ò Ï̂Î˚̂ ÏäÈò ˛ô%Ó˚&°Ï K˛Èy!ì˛ÓÜ≈– Îy Ï̂îÓ˚ õ Ï̂ïƒ !äÈ Ï̂úò â˛wyÓ˚ ¶˛y£z ÜÎ˚yÓ˚yõñ â˛wyÓ˚ õyõy

S¶˛ÜÓì˛#Ó˚ ¶˛y£zV £!Ó˚úyú ~ÓÇ ÜÎ˚yÓ˚y Ï̂õÓ˚ Ÿª÷Ó˚– =£ ~£z ≤Ã¢ Ï̂D Ó Ï̂ú Ï̂äÈòñ “This is an important
detail which illuminates both the cohesion of kinship network and the weight of
male authority within it. The widow’s word was not enough for Kalicharan; she had
to be sponsored by a man, who’s standing in terms of seniority, was the same as
that of her late husband. In other words the lacunae of male authority within the
widow’s own family had to be made up by that borrowed from another family
allied to it by marriage.” (ibid– p-282)–

â˛wyÓ˚ x Ï̃Óï ˆÎÔò ¢¡ôÑ≈̨  ~ÓÇ xyÓy!N˛ì˛ õyì,̨ c ~ÓÇ ì˛y ˆÌ Ï̂Ñ˛ õ%!_´ ˛ôyÁÎ˚yÓ˚ ãòƒ fl įyò#Î˚ ÓyÜî#

¢õy Ï̂ãÓ˚ !òÑ˛›˛yd# Ï̂Î˚Ó˚ ˆÎÔÌ ≤Ã Ï̂â˛‹Ty ÙÙÙ ~£z ¢õhfl˛ !Ñ˛ä%È ˛ô!Ó˚ÓyÓ˚ñ ˆÎÔò ¢¡ô Ï̂Ñ≈̨ Ó˚ Ó˚*˛ô Ï̂Ó˚Öy ~ÓÇ ì˛yÓ˚

Ü![˛ ¢¡ô Ï̂Ñ≈̨ Á !Ñ˛ä%È ≤Ãy¢!DÑ˛ !Ó°Ï̂ ÏÎ˚Ó˚ ≤Ã!ì˛ xyõy Ï̂îÓ˚ î,!‹T xyÑ˛°Ï≈í Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚– ≤ÃÌõì˛ñ ÓyÜî# Ï̂îÓ˚ õ Ï̂ïƒ

!Ó!¶˛ß¨ ≤Ãâ˛!úì˛ !ÓÓy£ ¢¡ô Ï̂Ñ≈̨ Ó˚ !òÎ˚õ xò%ÎyÎ˚# ì˛y Ï̂îÓ˚ v z̨̨ ôãy Ï̂ì˛Ó˚ Ssub-casteV õ Ï̂ïƒ ¢#õyÓk˛ ÌyÑ˛ Ï̂ì˛

£Î˚ ~ÓÇ ì˛yÓ˚ ˆ¶˛Ô Ï̂Üy!úÑ˛ ¢#õy Ï̂Ó˚Öy ~Ñ˛!›˛ !ò!î≈‹T Ü![˛Ó˚ õ Ï̂ïƒ£z ¢#õyÓk˛– ˛ôÓ˚fl˛ô Ï̂Ó˚Ó˚ Ñ˛yäÈyÑ˛y!äÈ Óy¢

Ñ˛Ó˚y ~£z xyd#Î˚̂ ÏÜy¤˛# ~£z ¢õyã Ó!£¶≈̨ )ì˛ ¢¡ô Ï̂Ñ≈̨ Ó˚ ¢yõy!ãÑ˛ ö˛ú◊&!ì˛ !ò Ï̂Î˚ xyü!B˛ì˛ £Î˚ ~ÓÇ ì˛y

ˆÌ Ï̂Ñ˛ õ%!_´ ˛ôyÁÎ˚yÓ˚ ãòƒ ¢y!Ó≈Ñ˛ ≤Ã Ï̂â˛‹Ty @˘Ã£í Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚ñ ö˛ Ï̂ú â˛wyÓ˚ xÓy!N˛ì˛ õyì,̨ c ÷ï%õye ì˛y Ï̂îÓ˚

˛ô!Ó̊Óy Ï̂Ó̊Ó̊ ¢ÇÑ˛›˛ !£¢y Ï̂Ó òy ˆî Ï̂Ö ˛ôÓ̊fl˛ô Ï̂Ó̊Ó̊ Ñ˛yäÈyÑ˛y!äÈ Ó¢Óy¢Ñ˛yÓ̊# xyd#Î̊ Ï̂Üy¤˛# ì˛y Ï̂îÓ̊ ¢yõ!@˘ÃÑ˛ ¢ÇÑ˛›˛

!£¢y Ï̂Ó ˆî Ï̂Ö ~ÓÇ !Ó!¶˛ß¨ ¶˛y Ï̂Ó ˆ¢£z ˛ô!Ó˚ÓyÓ˚̂ ÏÑ˛ ¢y£yÎƒ Ñ˛Ó˚̂ Ïì˛ Ìy Ï̂Ñ˛– ì˛y Ï̂îÓ˚ ~£z xyüB˛y !äÈú ˆÎ

Ó,£_Ó˚ ¢õyã ~£z ¢¡ô Ï̂Ñ≈̨ Ó˚ ö˛ú◊&!ì˛ ˆõ Ï̂ò ˆò Ï̂Ó òy– = Ï̂£Ó˚ Ñ˛ÌyÎ˚ñ “This derived directly from
the authority of a samaj, working institutionally through Panchayat and priesthood
and ideologically through custom and shastra in order to prevent its ‘system of
alliance’ from being subverted by unauthorized sexuality. For the offence arose from
a liaison outside the socially approved limits of sexual relationship.” (p-288)– ~£z

xyüB˛y ˆÌ Ï̂Ñ˛£z â˛wyÓ̊ ˆÎ ¢õhfl˛ xyd#Î̊ Ï̂Üy¤˛# !Ó!¶˛ß ̈ ˛ôÎ≈y Ï̂Î̊ ~£z ˛ô!Ó̊Óy Ï̂Ó̊Ó̊ ¢y£y Ï̂Îƒ ~!Ü Ï̂Î̊ xy Ï̂¢ ì˛yÓ̊y

£ú ÜÎ˚yÓ˚yõñ ˆÎ ì˛yÓ˚ ¶˛y£zñ ˛ô#ì˛y¡∫Ó˚ñ ˆÎ ì˛yÓ˚ Óv z̨!îÓ˚ ¶˛y£zñ ˛ô#ì˛y¡∫̂ ÏÓ˚Ó˚ ÓyÓyñ ì˛yÓ˚ Óv z̨!îÓ˚ ÓyÓyñ

£!Ó˚úyúñ ì˛yÓ˚ õyõyñ ¶˛ÜÓì˛#ñ ì˛yÓ˚ õyñ Ó,rîyñ ì˛yÓ˚ ˆÓyòñ Ó˚D%ñ ˆÎ ì˛yÓ˚ õy!¢Ó˚ ˆõ Ï̂Î˚ ~ÓÇ ◊#õì˛#ñ ì˛yÓ˚

üy÷!v ¸̨– Óƒ!_´ ¢ÇÑ˛›˛ Ï̂Ñ˛ ¢yõy!ãÑ˛ ¢ÇÑ˛›˛ !£¢y Ï̂Ó ˆîÖy ~ÓÇ ì˛yÓ˚ ˆÌ Ï̂Ñ˛ ˛ô!Ó˚ey Ï̂íÓ˚ ãòƒ ˆÎÔÌ ≤Ã Ï̂â˛‹TyÓ˚

~!›˛ ~Ñ˛!›˛ v ẑ̨ ÏÕ‘Ö Ï̂ÎyÜƒ ¢yõy!ãÑ˛ î!úú–

á›˛òy!›˛ Ï̂Ñ˛ ˛ôÎ≈y Ï̂úyâ˛òy Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚ Ó˚í!ãÍ =£ xyÓ˚ ~Ñ˛!›˛ v ẑ̨ ÏÕ‘Ö Ï̂ÎyÜƒ ¢õÑ˛yú#ò ¢yõy!ãÑ˛ !Ó°Ï̂ ÏÎ˚Ó˚ ≤Ã!ì˛

xyõy Ï̂îÓ˚ î,!‹T !î Ï̂ì˛ Ó Ï̂ú Ï̂äÈò– x Ï̃Óï ¢yõy!ãÑ˛ ¢¡ô Ï̂Ñ≈̨ Ó˚ ¢õhfl˛ îyÎ˚ òyÓ˚# Ï̂Ñ˛£z Ó£ò Ñ˛Ó˚̂ Ïì˛ £Î˚– ì˛yÓ˚

~Ñ˛!›˛ õ,ì%˛ƒ ÙÙÙ ~Ñ˛ãò ˙!ì˛£y!¢ˆÏÑ˛Ó˚ ¢yõy!ãÑ˛...
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˛ô%Ó˚&°Ï ¢D#!›˛ !Ñ˛ls˛ ˆÑ˛yòÁ üy!hfl˛!Óïy Ï̂òÓ˚ xyÁì˛yÎ˚ xy Ï̂¢ òy– !˛ôì,̨ ì˛y!s f̨Ñ˛ ˜ò!ì˛Ñ˛ì˛yÓ˚ ¢õhfl˛ îyÎ˚ Ó£ò

Ñ˛Ó˚̂ Ïì˛ £Î˚ ˆõ Ï̂Î˚!›˛ Ï̂Ñ˛– ì˛y£z ˆÎ ~£z á›˛òy á!›˛ Ï̂Î˚̂ ÏäÈñ õÜyÓ˚yõ â˛y°Ïyñ ˆÎ ¢¡ô Ï̂Ñ≈̨ Ó˚ !îÑ˛ ˆÌ Ï̂Ñ˛ ì˛yÓ˚

cousin brother Sõy!¢Ó˚ ˆäÈ Ï̂úV– ì˛yÓ˚ ˆÑ˛yò îyÎ˚ £Î˚ òy ~ÓÇ ˛ôÓ˚Óì≈̨ #Ñ˛y Ï̂ú ~£z xÓfl įy ˆÌ Ï̂Ñ˛

˛ô!Ó˚ey Ï̂íÓ˚ ãòƒ xyd#Î˚ ˆÜy¤˛#Ó˚ ˆÎ ¢!¡ø!úì˛ ≤Ã Ï̂â˛‹Ty ì˛yÓ˚ õ Ï̂ïƒÁ ˆÑ˛yÌyÁ xyõÓ˚y õÜyÓ˚yõ Ï̂Ñ˛ ˆîÖ Ï̂ì˛

˛ôy£z òy– ÷ï%õye â˛wyÓ˚ Ÿª÷Ó˚Óy!v ¸̨ ˆÌ Ï̂Ñ˛ Ü¶≈̨ ˛ôy Ï̂ì˛Ó˚ õ)úƒ !£¢y Ï̂Ó ˆÎ !˛ôì˛ Ï̂úÓ˚ Óy¢ò ˆîÁÎ˚y £ Ï̂Î˚!äÈúñ

ˆ¢Öy Ï̂ò â˛wyÓ̊ üy÷!v˛̧Ó̊ ¢ Ï̂D xyõÓ̊y õÜyÓ̊y Ï̂õÓ̊ òyõÁ v ẑ̨ ÏÕ‘Ö £ Ï̂Î̊ Ï̂äÈñ ì˛y ˆîÖ Ï̂ì˛ ˛ôy£z–

!Ñ˛ls˛ ¢õ@˘Ã !Ó°ÏÎ˚!›˛ Ï̂ì˛ õÜyÓ˚y Ï̂õÓ˚ ˆÓ˛ô Ï̂Ó˚yÎ˚y õ Ï̂òy¶˛y Ï̂Ó fl˛ô‹T¶˛y Ï̂Ó ˛ô%Ó˚&°Ïì˛y!s f̨Ñ˛ì˛yÓ˚ äÈy˛ô ˆîÖ Ï̂ì˛ ˛ôy£z

ÎÖò ˆî!Ö ˆ¢ñ ¶˛ÜÓì˛#Ó˚ xyîyú Ï̂ì˛ ˆîÁÎ˚y ÓÎ˚yò xò%ÎyÎ˚#ñ “Magaram Chasa came to my
village and said – “I have been involved for the last four or five months, in an
illicit love affair with your daughter Chandra Chasani, as a result of which she has
conceived. Bring her to your own house and arrange for some medicine to be
administered to her or else I shall put her into bhek.” (P-243)– ~£z Ó_´Óƒ ˆÌ Ï̂Ñ˛ !ì˛ò!›˛

!Ó°ÏÎ˚ Ö%Ó ˛ô!Ó˚‹ÒyÓ˚ ¶˛y Ï̂Ó v ẑ̨ Ï‡˛ xy¢ Ï̂äÈ– ≤ÃÌõì˛ñ õÜyÓ˚y Ï̂õÓ˚ Ñ˛Ìy ˆÌ Ï̂Ñ˛ v ẑ̨ Ï‡˛ xy¢ Ï̂äÈ ˆÎ á›˛òyÓ˚ ˆÑ˛yòÁ

îy!Î˚c ˛ô%Ó˚&°Ï !£¢y Ï̂Ó ˆ¢ !ò Ï̂ì˛ Ó˚y!ã òÎ˚– Îy ì˛ÖòÑ˛yÓ˚ !î Ï̂òÓ˚ ˛ô%Ó˚&°Ïì˛y!s f̨Ñ˛ì˛y Ï̂Ñ˛ ≤Ãõyí Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚– !mì˛#Î˚ì˛

¢õyã fl ∫̨#Ñ,̨ !ì˛Ó˚ Óy£ẑ ÏÓ˚ ˆÎÔò ¢¡ôÑ≈̨  ~ÓÇ ö˛úì˛ Ü¶≈̨ Óì˛# £ÁÎ˚y ~ÓÇ Á°Ï%̂ ÏïÓ˚ ¢y£y Ï̂Îƒ Ü¶≈̨ ˛ôyì˛ á›˛y Ï̂òy

~Ñ˛!›˛ ≤Ãâ˛!úì˛ ÓƒÓfl įy£z !äÈúñ ˆÑ˛yÌyÎ˚ ˆÜ Ï̂ú Ñ˛#¶˛y Ï̂Ó ~Ó˚ ≤Ã!ì˛Ñ˛yÓ˚ £ Ï̂Ó ì˛yÓ˚ ¢õyã fl ∫̨#Ñ,̨ !ì˛ òy ÌyÑ˛ Ï̂úÁ

≤Ã Ï̂ì˛ƒ Ï̂Ñ˛Ó˚ ãyòy Ï̂üyòy ˛ô!Ó˚!ïÓ˚ õ Ï̂ïƒ£z ì˛y !äÈú– ì˛y£z õÜyÓ˚yõ â˛wyÓ˚ õy ¶˛ÜÓì˛# Ï̂Ñ˛ ÚÓƒÓfl įy Ñ˛Ó˚&òÛ ~£z

Ó Ï̂ú ¢õhfl˛ îy!Î˚c ˆG˛ Ï̂v ¸̨ ˆö˛ú Ï̂ì˛ â˛y£zú– ì §̨yÓ˚ xòÓîƒ ¶˛y°ÏyÎ˚ =£ !Ó°ÏÎ˚!›˛ Ï̂Ñ˛ ~£z¶˛y Ï̂Ó ÓƒyÖƒy Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚̂ ÏäÈòñ

“The commanding voice of Mogaram resonates like the voice of an unseen but
pervasive authority. For it is Magaram’s will, which thanks to his reporting, is
allowed to set the scene, define the context and determine all the action in it. The
unmarked and merely declarative first sentence stands in sharp contrast to the
markedly imperative and intentional functions of the other two.” (P-291)–

ì,̨ ì˛#Î˚ì˛ ~ÓÇ ¢Ó Ï̂â˛ Ï̂Î˚ õyÓ˚ydÑ˛ñ õÜyÓ˚yõ â˛wyÓ˚ õy Ï̂Ñ˛ ãyòyÎ˚ “Or else, I shall put her onto
bhek.”– ~£z bhek Ñ˛Ìy!›˛Ó˚ ¢yõy!ãÑ˛ ì˛yÍ˛ôÎ≈ ~ÓÇ ì˛îyò#hs˛ò ¢õy Ï̂ã ì˛yÓ˚ ≤Ãâ˛úò ¢¡∫̂ Ïı˛ =£ !Óüî

¶˛y Ï̂Ó xy Ï̂úyâ˛òy Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚̂ ÏäÈò– x«˛Î˚Ñ%̨ õyÓ˚ î_ ì˛§yÓ˚ Bharatbarshiya Upashak Sampraday Ó£zˆÏì˛

ÓˆÏúˆÏäÈòñ “Those who leave their castes and families and seek (spiritual) asylum with
Lord Gauranga in their urge for world abdication, must take the bhek.”– ~›˛y v ẑ̨ ÏÕ‘Öƒ

ˆÎ ãyì˛ÓƒÓfl įy !¶˛!_Ñ˛ !£rî%¢õy Ï̂ã ÎÖò ˆÑ˛yòÁ Óƒ!_´ ¢yõy!ãÑ˛ !Ó!ï¶˛D Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚ ì˛Öò ¢Óy£z ì˛y Ï̂Ñ˛

~Ñ˛á Ï̂Ó˚ Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚ ˆîÎ˚– ÎyÓ˚ xÌ≈ ì˛y Ï̂Ñ˛ ¢õyã ˆÌ Ï̂Ñ˛ Ó!£‹ÒyÓ˚ Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚ Óy excommunicate Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚–

ãyì˛!¶˛!_Ñ˛ !£rî% ¢õyã ì˛yÓ˚ ãyì˛ ÓƒÓfl įy ~ÓÇ ì˛yÓ˚ ¢¡ô!Ñ≈̨ ì˛ !Ó!ï!ò Ï̂°Ïï xõyòƒ Ñ˛Ó˚yÓ˚ ãòƒ ~£z

¢yõy!ãÑ˛ ≤Ã!ì˛ Ï̂Ó˚yïõ)úÑ˛ ÓƒÓfl įy ˆòÎ˚– ˆ¢ Ï̂«˛ Ï̂eñ Ó˝úyÇ Ï̂ü ÎyÓ˚y ~£z xÓfl įyÓ˚ !üÑ˛yÓ˚ ì˛yÓ˚y ˆ¶˛Ñ˛ ïyÓ˚í

Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó̊ ~ÓÇ ˜Ó°åÓ xyÖv˛̧y Ï̂ì˛ ÎyÎ̊– Ñ˛yÓ̊íñÙÙÙ “Baishnabs were under no obligation to abide by
any caste discipline,” ì˛y£z =£ Ó Ï̂ú Ï̂äÈòñ “It was not uncommon to find a large
congregation of derelict womenhood in an akhra ÙÙÙ victims of rape and seduction,
deserted wives, women hounded out of their home for rebelling against marriage to
which they had been committed as infants, women persecuted by their husbands’
families for their parents’ failure to pay up the dowries contracted for marriage or



 / 457

simply woman left in the lurch by their lovers.” (P-295-96)– ì˛y£z MagharamÈÙÈ~Ó˚ ~Ñ˛!›˛

threat ‘she will be put into bhek’ ì˛ÖòÑ˛yÓ˚ ¢õy Ï̂ãÓ˚ ¢yõ!@˘ÃÑ˛ â˛yú!â˛e xyõy Ï̂îÓ˚ Ñ˛y Ï̂äÈ v z̨̨ ô!fl įì˛

Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó̊ ˆîÎ̊– ~Öy Ï̂ò ~›˛yÁ v ẑ̨ ÏÕ‘Öƒ ˆÎ â˛wyÓ̊ õ,ì%̨ ƒÓ̊ ˛ôÓ̊ Ó̊y‹T…Îs f̨ ~ÓÇ !Óâ˛yÓ̊ ÓƒÓfl įy ≤Ã Ï̂Óü Ñ˛Ó̊yÓ̊ ˛ôÓ̊ñ ˆÎ

¢õhfl˛ Óƒ!_´ Ï̂Ñ˛ ¢y«˛ƒ !î Ï̂ì˛ v˛yÑ˛y £ Ï̂Î˚!äÈú (ekrar)ñ ì˛yÓ˚ õ Ï̂ïƒ ˆÑ˛yÌyÁ õÜyÓ˚y Ï̂õÓ˚ v z̨̨ ô!fl į!ì˛ !äÈú òy–

“Although deeply implicated in all that leads to abortion and death, he stands outside
the purely legal determinations of the incident. There is no ekrar taken down from
him, for he is technically beyond the ken of the law. The law does not see him, it
does not have to” (p-291)– ì˛y£z õÜyÓ˚yõ ~Öy Ï̂ò ˆ≤Ã!õÑ˛ !£¢y Ï̂Ó Ñ˛Ìy Óú Ï̂äÈ òy– !˛ôì,̨ ì˛y!s f̨Ñ˛

¢õy Ï̂ãÓ˚ ≤Ã!ì˛¶)̨  !£¢y Ï̂Ó ˆ¢ ~Ñ˛!›˛ xyïyÈÙÈ¢yõhs˛ì˛y!s f̨Ñ˛ ¢õyãÓƒÓfl įyÓ˚ ¢õhfl˛ ˛ô%Ó˚&°Ï ¢î Ï̂¢ƒÓ˚ ˛ô Ï̂«˛

˜ò!ì˛Ñ˛ì˛yÓ˚ õ%Ö˛ôye !£¢y Ï̂Ó Ñ˛Ìy Óú Ï̂äÈ– ì˛yÓ˚ ˆÎ Ñ˛Z˛fl ∫̨Ó˚ ì˛y £ Ï̂FäÈ disciplinary Ñ˛Z˛fl ∫̨Ó˚ñ ˆÎ Ñ˛Z˛fl ∫̨Ó˚

˛ô!Ó˚‹ÒyÓ˚ Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚ ¢õyãÈÙÈ˜ò!ì˛Ñ˛ì˛yÓ˚ ≤Ã£Ó˚# Ï̂Ñ˛ ~ÓÇ ˆÎ Ñ˛Z˛fl ∫̨Ó˚ ˆãyÓ˚ Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚ Ó Ï̂úñ “abortion or bhek”–

ì˛y£z “by pronouncing his ultimatum as he does Magaram chasa transcends his
particularly and emerges as the universal male trying to make his sexual partner
pay for a breach of morality of which he is at least equally guilty. For that is
precisely what is involved in his threat to force a Boishnob’s habitat on Chandra as
the only alternative to abortion.” (P-293)–

ì˛y£zñ !˛ôì,̨ ì˛y!s f̨Ñ˛ì˛yÓ˚ ≤Ã!ì˛¶)̨  !£¢y Ï̂Ó õÜyÓ˚yõ Îy â˛y£z!äÈúñ ì˛y£z £ú– Ü¶≈̨ ˛ôyì˛ £ú– !Ñ˛ls˛ ÷ï% Ü¶≈̨

ò‹T Ñ˛Ó̊y £ú òy ÙÙÙ Ü¶≈̨ ïyÓ̊í Ñ˛Ó̊yÓ̊ üÓ̊#Ó̊›˛y Ï̂Ñ˛Á ïπÇ¢ Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó̊ ˆîÁÎ̊y £ú– !Ñ˛ls˛ !˛ôì,̨ ì˛y!s f̨Ñ˛ì˛yÓ̊ ˝õ!Ñ˛ Ï̂ì˛

ˆÎ ¢!¡ø!úì˛ ¶˛Î˚ !äÈú ~ÓÇ ˆÎ ¶˛ Ï̂Î˚Ó˚ Ñ˛y Ï̂äÈ ì˛yÓ˚y ò!ì˛ fl ∫̨#Ñ˛yÓ˚ Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚!äÈúñ ì˛y !Ó˛ôÓ˚#ì˛ ~Ñ˛ ïÓ˚̂ ÏíÓ˚

¶˛yúÓy¢y Á Ñ˛Ó̊&íy!õ!◊ì˛ xyÓ̊ ~Ñ˛ ïÓ̊ Ï̂íÓ̊ ¢!¡ø!úì˛ ≤Ã Ï̂â˛‹TyÓ̊ ãß√ !î Ï̂Î̊!äÈú– !Ó Ï̂ü°Ï Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó̊ ˛ô!Ó̊ÓyÓ̊ ~ÓÇ

xyd#Î̊Ó Ï̂Ü≈Ó̊ õ!£úy ¢î¢ƒÓ̊y ~!Ü Ï̂Î̊ ~ Ï̂¢!äÈú ~£z î%ÉÖãòÑ˛ xÓfl įy ˆÌ Ï̂Ñ˛ â˛wy Ï̂Ñ˛ v z̨k˛yÓ̊ Ñ˛Ó̊ Ï̂ì˛– “The
solidarity born out of fear contained within it another solidarity, activated by a
different, indeed contradictory principle, namely empathy. If it was the power of
patriarchy which brought about the first, it was the understanding of women which
inspired the second.” (p-298)–

â˛wyÓ˚ õ,ì%̨ ƒÓ˚ Ñ˛y!£ò# ì˛y£z ¢ÓyÓ˚ xy Ï̂Ü ˆÎ !ã!ò¢Ï›˛y ≤Ã!ì˛¤˛y Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚ ì˛y £ú ~£z ˆÎ ~Ñ˛ãò õ!£úyÓ˚

!Ó˛ô Ï̂î ì˛y Ï̂Ñ˛ !Ó˛ôî ˆÌ Ï̂Ñ˛ v z̨k˛yÓ˚ Ñ˛Ó˚yÓ˚ ãòƒ x˛ôÓ˚ õ!£úy Ï̂îÓ˚ ¢!¡ø!úì˛ ≤Ã Ï̂â˛‹Ty– ì˛yÓ˚y£z ~£z Ñ˛õÓÎ˚!¢

!ÓïÓy Ï̂Ñ˛ ì˛yÓ˚ Ÿª÷Ó˚Óy!v ¸̨ ˆÌ Ï̂Ñ˛ !ò Ï̂Î˚ ~ Ï̂¢ Ï̂äÈñ Ü¶≈˛˛ôy Ï̂ì˛Ó˚ Á°Ï%ï ˆîÁÎ˚yÓ˚ ãòƒ fl įyò#Î˚ herbalistÈÙÈ~Ó˚

¢ Ï̂D ˆÎyÜy Ï̂ÎyÜ Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚̂ ÏäÈ– ì˛yÓ˚ !Óïyò xò%ÎyÎ˚# Á°Ï%ï Öy£ẑ ÏÎ˚̂ ÏäÈ– !Ñ˛ls˛ ì˛y Ï̂Ñ˛ !Ó˛ôî ˆÌ Ï̂Ñ˛ v z̨k˛yÓ˚ Ñ˛Ó˚yÓ˚

ãòƒ ì˛y Ï̂îÓ̊ ~£z ¢!¡ø!úì˛ ≤Ã Ï̂â˛‹Ty ö˛úÓì˛# £Î̊!ò– ~£z ¢õhfl˛ ˆ«˛ Ï̂e ˛ô%Ó̊&°Ï̂ ÏîÓ̊ ¢y£yÎƒ !äÈú secondary–

Simon de BeauvoirÈÙÈˆÑ˛ v z̨k,̨ ì˛ Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó̊ Ó̊í!ãÍ =£ Ó Ï̂ú Ï̂äÈò ˆÎñ ~£z á›˛òy ≤Ãõyí Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó̊ ˆÎ ¢hs˛yòïyÓ̊í

Á ˛ô!Ó˚â˛Î≈yÓ˚ !Ó°ÏÎ˚!›˛ ÷ï%õye õ!£úy Ï̂îÓ˚ ~ÓÇ ˆ¢£z ˆ«˛ Ï̂e ˆÑ˛yòÁ !Ó˛ôî v z̨̨ ô!fl įì˛ £ Ï̂ú õ!£úyÓ˚y£z

¢!¡ø!úì˛ ¶˛y Ï̂Ó ~!Ü Ï̂Î̊ xy Ï̂¢– ~›˛y ≤Ãõyí Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó̊ñ “Women’s determination to assert her control
over her own body at a time, when, in pregnancy, she knows that her body is at
last her own, since it exists for the child, who belongs to her” (Simon de Beauvoir
- The Second Sex, pp-512-13)–

ì˛y£z Ó˚í!ãÍ =£ ÎÖò â˛wyÓ˚ õ,ì%̨ ƒ !ò Ï̂Î˚ xy Ï̂úyâ˛òy Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚̂ ÏäÈòñ !ì˛!ò !Ó°ÏÎ˚!›˛Ó˚ ¢yõ!@˘ÃÑ˛

¢yõy!ãÑ˛ÈÙÈ¢yÇfl ,̨Ò!ì˛Ñ˛ ì˛yÍ˛ôÎ≈ õyÌyÎ̊ ˆÓ̊ Ï̂Ö xy Ï̂úyâ˛òy Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó̊ Ï̂äÈò– !ì˛!ò Ó Ï̂ú Ï̂äÈò ˆÎñ £z!ì˛£y¢ ÷ï% Ñ˛ Ï̂Î̊Ñ˛!›˛

~Ñ˛!›˛ õ,ì%˛ƒ ÙÙÙ ~Ñ˛ãò ˙!ì˛£y!¢ˆÏÑ˛Ó˚ ¢yõy!ãÑ˛...
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!Ó!FäÈß̈ á›˛òyÓ̊ ¢õy Ï̂Óü òÎ̊– á›˛òy=!úÓ̊ xòƒ Ó,£_Ó̊ ˛ô›˛¶)̨ !õ Ï̂ì˛ !Ó Ï̂Ÿ’°Ïí Ñ˛Ó̊ Ï̂ì˛ £ Ï̂Ó– ~Öy Ï̂ò£z ~Ñ˛ãò

£z!ì˛£y¢!Óî Ï̂Ñ˛ xòƒ ˛ô!‡˛ì˛ !Ó°ÏÎ̊ ˆÎõòñ Sociology, Anthropology, Cultural Studies £zì˛ƒy!îÓ̊ ¢ Ï̂D

á!ò¤˛ ¶˛y Ï̂Ó Ñ˛yã Ñ˛Ó˚̂ Ïì˛ £ Ï̂Ó– ì §̨yÓ˚ ˆúÖy ~Ñ˛!›˛ ≤ÃÓ Ï̂ı˛ ÙÙÙ Introducing an Anthropologist
among the Historians (in Ranajit Guha - The Small Voice of History, 2009)ñ Ó˚í!ãÍ

=£ Anthropologist Bernard CohnÈÙÈ~Ó˚ ~£z !Ó°ÏˆÏÎ˚ academic v ẑ̨ Ïîƒy Ï̂ÜÓ˚ Ñ˛Ìy xy Ï̂úyâ˛òy

Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚̂ ÏäÈò– !ì˛!ò ~£z ≤ÃÓ Ï̂ı˛ Ó Ï̂ú Ï̂äÈòñ “There was a time when it made differences
between historians and anthropologists of South Asia, that they operated in isolation
from each other within adjacent fields of knowledge. This was so inspite of the
fact that scholars in both the disciplines were often induced by the logic of their
respective crafts to overstep the boundaries. Since the end of the Second World
War, it is anthropology, rather than history, which has led the revolt against the
mutual segregation of the two disciplines within the domain of South Asian Studies.
Cohn was not the only rebel, he was one of a member of scholars, whose writing
showed unmistakable sign of a reapproach in this respect.”– ~£z !Ó°Ï̂ ÏÎ˚ Ó˚í!ãÍ =£

Cohn ÈÙÈˆÑ˛ v z̨k,̨ ì˛ Ñ˛ Ï̂Ó˚̂ ÏäÈò– Cohn Óú Ï̂äÈòñ “The limits of study in Anthropological history
should be cultural and culturally derived: power, authority, exchange reciprocity,
codes of conduct, systems of stratification, the construction of time and space,
rituals. One studies these in a particular place and over time, but the study is about
the construction of cultural categories categorically and the process of that
construction, not about place and time.” (Cohn - ‘History and Anthropology’, The
State of Play. P-45)–

fl˛∫˛ôò Ñ%˛õyÓ˚ ≤Ãyõy!íÑ˛ ≠ ≤ÃyÓ!ı˛Ñ˛ ~ÓÇ ~!üÎ˚y!›˛Ñ˛ ˆ¢y¢y£z!›˛Ó˚ ¢¶˛y˛ô!ì˛–


