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school of Indian History at Sussex to challenge the existing clusters in Oxford and
Cambridge — which he said were still producing history in a nineteenth-century
mode.”
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“l do think it is necessary to introduce in our work concepts...which can
add rigour to the writing of history. In fact, | am sick of the cult of
comfortable prose, the one that flows like sugarcane juice, and makes up
Indian historiography the feeding bottle on which to suck infantile academic
minds and put them gently to sleep...No, I am not asking you to indulge
in comfortable prose...\We do need conceptual rigour...But however
rigorous the thinking, hence the writing, it can hardly dispense with the
need for lucidity.”
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